Dear Readers,
We are very grateful to have had the honor and the pleasure of working with Dr. Abel Lajtha over the past few decades as he has served as Editor-in-Chief of Neurochemical Research. It must go without saying that the journal would not exist as it does today-would not exist at all-if it were not for Dr. Lajtha's enduring vision and dedication to the journal.
Four hundred and eight issues-and over six thousand articles-have been published under his leadership, an immense amount of research by any measure. But it should also be known that the partnership between Dr. Lajtha and Springer (and formerly, Plenum) has reached beyond the covers of Neurochemical Research: Dr. Lajtha has edited over a dozen books with Springer, including the remarkable Handbook of Neurochemistry and Molecular Neurobiology, a seventeen-volume set of reference works that has now been extended into a new book series, Advances in Neurobiology. He also serves as a series editor of Advances in Experimental Medicine and Biology, now in its 780th volume.
In rereading the original Welcome Letter from Dr. Lajtha to readers in 1976, it is clear that some of the questions and challenges then facing scientific research have persisted. Funding is short, and the amount of research data available is tremendous. Nevertheless, changes in the way we review and publish this data have enabled us to increase the international diversity of research publications and have allowed us to reach ever more readers. Neurochemical Research has played an important role in reviewing and disseminating this research over the past few decades, and will continue to do so in the future under the leadership of our incoming Editor-inChief, Dr. Arne Schousboe.
Please join us in offering our sincere thanks to Dr. Lajtha as he steps down from his leadership of the journal. We wish him all the best in his next endeavors.
A. H. Avouris (&) New York, NY, USA e-mail: ann.avouris@springer.com
